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satisfaction, but critics were not lacking. Female
nurses, the Duke of Newcastle said later in
evidence before a committee of enquiry, " had
been tried on former occasions. The class of
women employed as nurses had been very much
addicted to drinking, and they were found even
more callous to the sufferings of soldiers in hospi-
tals than men would have been." It was claimed
that women would never be able to stand the
Turkish climate ; they would be out of place in a
military hospital, since they could not be disci-
plined like soldiers and" such discipline was
essential; instead of nursing others, they them-
selves would require nursing. And, asked othere,
if nurses were to be sent, why choose unmarried
women ? Surely the right women for the work
wore those who had borne and reared children I
It had been thought desirable to limit the
number of nurses to forty, but even that small
number proved too ambitious. Florence and Mrs.
Bracebridge opened an office in Sidney Herbert's
town house to interview applicants, and, while
volunteers were not wanting, their quality was
low. Women who had nursed in hospitals for
many years presented themselves, and expected to
be accepted because of their experience, although
they had received no real training and were
drunkards and of degraded life. Educated
women, fired by the idea of serving the soldiers
who fought England's battles, wane incensed when
told that, as they had never done any nursing in